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Office Meetins Notes. Aragonite (M/045/03 I ) and Torrey Sandstone (S/055/016) Mines.
Tooele Countv & Wavne Countv. Utah

Date ofrneeting: February 25,2003
Tirne of rneeting: l0:15 - I l:00 a.rn.

Place: DOGM Office - Hard Rock Roonr
Participants: Lon Thomas and Beverly Thorras, Arnerican Stone/Star Stone Qr-rarries, lnc.l Wayne

Hedberg and Tom Munsou, DOGM

Araeonite Mine - M/045/031
Mr. Hedberg opened the rneeting with a discussion of r.vhat the Division felt were

inrportant saf'ety issues regarding the Aragonite Mine. This discussion centered around the existiug
hazards noted at the qr-rarry. These hazards include: three underground r.nine openings (trvo ver1, large

su bsidence-re lated glory lioles and one veftical shaft) that need to be permanentll,'closed or otherwise
adequately secured, and the highwalls above the slot quarry. Mr. Thornas stated that he may have a

potential buyer for this propefty from the eastem U.S,. and did not want to permanently close the openings,
therebv restricting fi.rrther developrrent, ol corrtarn inatiorr of the aragonite ore reserves. We expressed our
position that these are very daugerous openings and accordingly rnust be secured in a reasonable Inanner as

soon as possible. We agreed to send a couple of proposed dates to the Thomas's to meet on site (rnid-
March preferred) to discuss ideas and possible solutions to secure these openings and those areas that uray
rernain to be reclairned under the approved rniue plan. We stated that rve might brirrg our nriue engineer'

and possibly au experienced rlerrber from our AMR program that has worked at closing sirnilar hazardous

operrings. Mr. Munson also discussed the need to establish a clear delineation of tlre arrount of perrnitted
disturbed area for this mine. Tlre current n-rine pennitting docunreuts leave sonre corrfusiou. Mr. Thonras

stated he could show us the nrarl<ers he had put in place several years ago to identifl, a fir,e-acre operational
area.

Torrv Mine - 5/055/016
The second part of the r.neetir.rg fbcLrsed on the Torrey Sarrdstoue nrine site aud the scvetr

acres of disturbance that w,as GPS'ed by Mr. Munsorr during his last onsite inspection. Mr. Thomas stated

that a cor,rple portions of this site were reclaimed trvo or three years ago. Mr. Munson stated suitable
vegetation was not growing orr these areas. He noted only lveedy species were present during liis
inspection. We discussed the contemporaneous leclamation provision of the srnall rnining rules and agreed
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to meet onsite with Mr. Tlrornas to mutually verifo tlre location and extent of these reclairned areas in order

to determine if we can exclude them from the seven acre estimate. It is possible that this could reduce the

amount of disturbed acreage to five or less acres, thereby allowing Mr. Thomas to retain his small rnirring

status for this site.

Mr. Munson informed them that the operator is obligated to properly revegetate the

reclaimed areas regardless. The discussion ofthe current drought conditions came up and Beverly Thomas

stated no one would want to waste seed and money to revegetate in a drought. Mr. Thomas stated he was

considering permitting the mine as a LMO, but that a nearby rnotel may object or protest atry mine

expansion. Mr. Hedberg stated that the Division felt that to pennit as a large mine would probably be a

better alternative in the long run. It would help eliminate the ongoirrg concern over rnaintainiug 
.

compliance with the five-acre SMO disturbance threshold and Mr. Thomas agreed. A March l7'r'

inspection date was teutatively established that will be confirnred mutually after schedules are checked.
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